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A SYMBOLIC FIGURE OF THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN. 



By Theodore F. Wright, D.D., 
Cambridge, Mass. 



In the Semitic Collection of Harvard University there is a remark- 
able piece of sculpture in relief showing several symbols. It is about 
one foot high and half as broad, of limestone. By its previous pos- 
sessor it seems to have been regarded as of Christian origin, and is so 
labeled, but this may be questioned. Indeed, Rev. R. St. John Tyrrwhit, 
speaking of the moon, which is the most prominent symbol here, 
declares : 

The moon does not appear in Aringhi's Index of Christian Symbols, nor 
does the present writer know of her being used as a Christian emblem until 
the sixth century. 1 

He goes on to say that the moon was then introduced into scenes 
of the crucifixion to indicate the darkness, and in no other way. This 
would be evidence against the Christian classifi- 
cation of this figure, but it requires further 
study of a positive kind. 

It will be seen that the figure rests upon the 
moon, that its head is given the appearance of a 
star, and that the feet show the symbols of the 
fish and sheep. 

The woman clothed with the sun and with 
the moon under her feet (Rev. 12:1) may have 
come to mind when a Christian looked upon it 
for the first time, but there is really no resem- 
blance. It is true that the fish and lamb are 
Christian symbols, but they are not exclusively 
Christian. 

The worship of Astarte (Ashtoreth in the Old Testament) is a great 
subject, which need not be entered upon at length in order to show 
that this figure bears evidence of being related to the worship of that 
deity. 

' Article " Moon " in SMITH'S Dictionary of Christian Antiquities. 

447 




448 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

A few extracts from the article "Ashtoreth" in Hastings' Bible 
Dictionary will give important data compiled by Professor S. R. 
Driver : 

Ishtar of Babylon is addressed in a hymn as producer of verdure, lady of 
mankind, begettress of all, mother Ishtar. 2 .... Ishtar is also identified 
with the planet Venus. 3 . . . Ashtart appears to have been generally repre- 
sented as a female figure, somewhat short in stature, usually naked, with 
rounded limbs, the hands supporting the breasts. In figures given by Perrot 
and Chipiez the right hand supports the breast, while the left is extended 
downward. 4 .... In some localities Ashtart seems to have been regarded 
as the moon-goddess. Thus Lucian, speaking of the temple at Sidon, says : 
"As they say, it is Astarte's ; but I consider Astarte to be the moon."' .... 
Ashtart then was the link connecting Ishtar with Aphrodite and with Venus. 
She became the personification of the all-pervading, living force of nature. 6 

This connection of names, Ashtart, Astarte, Aphrodite, Venus, may 
be extended to include the "Queen of Heaven" of Jer. 7:18 and 
44 : 17-19, in regard to which W. A. Wright in Smith's Bible Dictionary 
may be quoted : 

It is generally believed that the " Queen of Heaven " is the moon, wor- 
shiped as Ashtaroth or Astarte The Babylonian Venus was also styled 

the "Queen of Heaven." Layard identifies the second deity, Hera, with 
Astarte, Mylitta, or Venus, and with the Queen of Heaven, and says : " The 
planet which bore her name was sacred to her, and in the Assyrian sculptures 
a star was placed upon her head" (Nineveh, Vol. II, pp. 454-7). It is so 
difficult to separate the worship of the moon-goddess from that of the planet 
Venus in the Assyrian mythology, when introduced among the western nations, 
that the two are frequently confused. 7 

Gesenius says that the Queen of Heaven is either the moon or 
Astarte, that is, the planet Venus (article TObft)- 

Giesebrecht 8 makes a more cautious comment upon Jer. 7:18: 

A sure identification of the Queen of Heaven with an Assyrian-Babylonian 
deity is so far not reached. 

It may never be reached because of the inevitable modification of 
cults as they migrate from people to people ; and Sayce 9 in his sweeping 
way is near the truth in saying that "in the West Ishtar became Ash- 
toreth, and Ashtoreth was the goddess of the moon." 

The place or places east of the Jordan called in the Old Testament 

'Bible Dictionary, Vol. I, p. 1690. ''Ibid., p. 1 7 la. 

3 Ibid., p. 169a. ' Bible Dictionary, Vol. II, p. 981*. 

4 Ibid., p. 170*. 8 Jeremiah (Gbttingen, 1894), p. 48. 
s Ibid., p. 170*. ' Hibbert Lectures 0/1887, P> 255. 
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Ashtaroth (Deut. 1:4; Josh. 9:10; 12:4; 13:12, 31) and Ashteroth 
Karnaim (Gen. 14:5) may now be the Tell Ashtara described in Mer- 
rill's East of the Jordan (p. 328) and Schumacher's Across the Jordan 
(p. 209). The name points to the goddess, and it is possible that Dr. 
Merrill, from whose collection the figure in question came, may have 
found it in that vicinity. Indeed, he says that he found east of Jordan 
"a head with rays in which the rays taper to points " (p. 41). 

As to the fish and sheep symbols it may be sufficient to cite Rob- 
ertson Smith's Religion of the Semites: 

In Deut. 7:13 the produce of the flock is called the "ashtaroth of the 
sheep " — an antique expression that must have a religious origin. The sheep- 
Aphrodite was especially worshiped in Cyprus, where her annual sacrifice was 
a sheep Sheep and goats are the flocks appropriate to eastern Pales- 
tine, while kine are more suitable to Phoenicia. Thus in one place we may 
expect to find a sheep-Astarte and in another a cow-goddess. '° 

The Astarte of the northern Semites is a goddess of flocks, whose symbol 
and sacred animal is the cow or, among the sheep-raising tribes, the ewe." 

The sheep-Astarte seems to have had its original home in Canaan. It is 
impossible to explain Deut. 7:13 except by admitting that Astarte in one of 
her types had originally the form of a sheep, just as in other types she was a 
dove or fish. 12 

Fish are known to have been sacred to Astarte. 13 

In view of these statements we are led to see here Astarte with the 
symbols of the moon, the planet, the sheep, and the fish. 

The inscription is ©EEAIIAPE HANTON, slightly compressed at 
the end from lack of space. The word deea is apparently a barbarous 
form of 0e!d, " divine." The last word is undoubtedly tovtiuv, "of all." 
The middle word reminds one at once of the Latin parens, and is prob- 
ably to be referred to the Hebrew J"! 1 "© , a root which runs through the 
Indo-European tongues as in Greek <t>4pm and /3apos, Latin fero and 
porto, English "bear." The Greek of Palestinian inscriptions is 
always defective, being used by Hebrews. The meaning thus given, 
" Divine Producer of All," is applicable to Astarte or to Ishtar, 
"begettress of all," as the hymn above quoted calls her. 

,0 p 292 11 pp. 33 6_ 1* p. 456 , 13 P. 458. 



